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BULLET TRAIN PROJECT

Statlon at BKC 21- km underground tunnel see steady progress

SIDDHANT KONDUSKAR
MLUMBAIL APRIL 21

THE MUMBAI-AHMEDABAD
Bullet train project is progressing
steadily m Maharashia, withma-
jor developments taking place at
two key sites — the Mumbai sta-
tionat the Bandra-KurdaComplex
(BKC) and the 21-km under-
ground tunnel running up to
Shilphata from BEKC

As per Mational High-Speed
Rail Corporation Lid {NHSRCL ) of-
ficials, groundwork at the
Mumbai stafionisnow 75% com-
plete,with 14 lakh cubic metres of
soil dugout sofarout ofa ol 18.7
lakh cubicmetres. “The castingfor
base slab for the station has al-
ready commenced with nearly
25,000 cubic metres of conarete
already cast," an offiqal said
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Groundwork at the Mumbai station isnow 75% complete.

The overall concrete needed
forthis deep underground slab is
likehy to be approxamately 2 lakh
cubic metres. Secant piling —a
method used to build strong re-
taining walls for underground
constructions — has been com-

pleted, amounting to 3,384 piles
atthe station site.

Besides, tunnelling between
BKC and Shilphatais also pro-
gressing well, with 3.3 km of the
tunnel heading completed. The
21-lan tunnel will be a vital com-

ponent of the high-speedrail cor-
nidor in the MumbaiMetropolitan

Region (MMR). Of the 21 km, 16
km will be constructed through
Tunnel Boring Machines { TEMs)
and the last 5 km through the
New Austrian Tunneling Method
{NATM).

At present, construction isgo-
ing on from the Shilphata side
and from two other tunnel faces
at the Additionally Driven
Inte rmediate Tunnel {ADIT) por-
tal. "The ADIT provides access to
the tunnel for vehicles during
construction and subsequently
for operations and emergency
evacuation,” the official added.
Twovertical shafts at Vikhroli
and Sawali have also reached
their required depths of 56 me-
tres and 39 metres, respectively.

In Palghar district, work on
seven mountain tunnels by NATM

isalsounderway.

In Maharashtra, work has
mavedat important points, while
work in Gujaratis going on at an
impressive pace. NHSRCL has
completed 293 km viaducts, 375
km piersand foundations for 394
km. Girder casting has also been
finished for 320km. It hasalsofin-
ished building 14 river bndges in
different districts of Gujarat and
Dadra and Nagar Haveli.

Track infrastructure is also
moving apace in Gujarat where
NHSRCLhas commissioned over
3 lakh noise barriers for 150 km
and completed more than 143
kmoftrack bed. As far as stations
are concerned, structural con-
struction has been done forsix of
the eight bullet train stations in
Gujarat, and construction on all
three elevated stations is in

progress,
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Bullet train underground station work speeding up


Pooja Singh
Bullet train underground station work speeding up

Pooja Singh


ML

NAV RASHT, Mumbai, 22.4.2025

Page No. 5, Size:(10.93)cms X (6.23)cms.

Bullet train project work accelerates between BKC-Shilphata
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75 percent of the excavation of the underground bullet train station being built in BKC has been

completed.
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